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Clinical Neuropathic pain Nociceptive pain
e e i

Cause Injury to the nervous system, often accompanied by Damage or potential damage to
maladaptive changes in the nervous system tissues
Descriptors Lancinating, shooting, electric-like, stabbing pain Throbbing, aching, pressure-like
pain
Sensory deficits  Common—for example, numbness, tingling, pricking Uncommon; if present they have o,
anon-dermatomal or non-nerve & : g
distribution blg
Motordeficits  Neurological vieakness may be present if a motor nerve May have pain induced weakness " s
is affected; dystonla or spasticity may be assoclated with
central nervous system lesions and sometimes peripheral - L .
lesions (such as complex regional pain syndrome) /’
Hypersensitivity  Pain often evoked by non-painful (allodynia) or painful Uncommon except for e, ___./':'
(exaggerated response) stimuli hypersensitivity in the immediate s, B
area ofan acute injury :
Character Distal radiation common Distal radiation less common; y
B e 4 ; At siacaad] Je N J5S
proximal radiation more common M =idlEny cle )
Paroxysms Exacerbations common and unpredictable Exacerbations less common and
often assoclated with activity
Autonomic Color changes, temperature changes, swelling, or sudomotor  Uncommon

signs (sweating) activity occur in a third to half of patients
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'eriphery ganglia dorsal horn
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